
From the Divine Office for the Apostle & Hieromartyr  James, Brother of the Lord 

First Bishop of Jerusalem (Oct. 23) 

 

The message of your words has gone forth to the limits of the universe. Through them, we 

have been enlightened in every type of virtue, guided toward the knowledge of God, toward 

faith in the Trinity. Thus we entreat you, O James, as a hierarch, entreat Jesus, the Lover of 

Mankind, to save our souls. (Vespers) 

With hymns of praise, let us sing of the son of Joseph, the first Bishop of Jerusalem, James, 

the brother of God, who saw Him with his own eyes. We cry out with faith: “Grant us the       

perfect gift which comes down from the Father of lights.” Deliver us from the affliction    

threatening us for the multitude of our sins. For our enemies have lifted up their arm against 

us: we are surrounded by the sons of Ishmael. Make haste to break their bow, O blessed and 

sacred hierarch, that all of us together may honor you as an apostle. (Ikos) 

SIXTH SUNDAY AFTER THE HOLY CROSS 

OCTOBER 22, 2023 

 

JESUS HEALING THE GADARENE DEMONIAC 



Antiphon (3rd) 

1:Come, let us sing joyfully to the Lord; let us shout with joy to God our Savior. 
O Son of God, who are risen from the dead, save us who sing to You, Alleluia 
2:  Let us come into His presence with thanksgiving and let us joyfully sing psalms to Him. 
Khallisna Ya-Bnallah, Ya Man qama min baynil-amwaat, nahnu muranneemeena Laka.  
Haleloueya. 
3:  For God is a great Lord and a great King over all the earth. 
O Son of God, who are risen from the dead, save us who sing to You, Alleluia. 
 
Entrance Hymn 
Priest:  Come, let us worship and bow down before Christ. 

People: O Son of God Who are risen from the dead, save us who sing to You, Alleluia. 

 

Troparion of the Resurrection (Tone 4) pg. 40 
The women disciples of the Lord, having learned from the angel the joyful announcement of 
the resurrection, and having rejected the ancestral sentence, proudly told the apostles: Death is 
despoiled. Christ God is risen, bestowing to the world great mercy.” 

 
Patronal Troparion  (Tone 1) Pg. 15 

In giving birth, you have preserved your virginity and in falling asleep you did not forsake the 
world, O Mother of God. You have passed to life being the Mother of Life. Through your     
intercession, save our souls from death.  

Kontakion (Tone 2) Pg. 16 
O never failing Protectress of Christians and their ever-present intercessor before the Creator, 
despise not the petitions of us sinners, but in your goodness extend your help to us who call 

upon you with confidence.  Hasten, O Mother of God, to intercede for us, for you have always 
protected those who honor you. 
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 Our Fundamental Vocation  

Every person baptized into Christ has a vocation. The essence of that vocation is perhaps best expressed in the 
First Epistle of Peter: “But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s special possession, 
that you may declare the praises of Him who called you out of darkness into His wonderful light” (1 Pt 2:9).  

There are three important aspects of our universal vocation expressed in this passage. First, our vocation is to a 
priesthood: what the Scripture calls a “royal priesthood.” Christ is the true kingly priest and because we have 
been baptized into Him and sealed in His Holy Spirit we share in His priesthood. Secondly, we share in this  
priesthood as members of a people, the people of God. We are not individually priests, as are the ministers of the 
altar, but members of a priesthood because of our common union with Christ the High Priest.  

This passage also tells us the reason for this priesthood: “that you may declare the praises of” God. Our vocation 
as members of the royal priesthood is to share in the Church’s call to proclaim the work of God in Christ. Some, 
like the apostles and evangelizers, are called to bring the Gospel to the ends of the earth. Others, like the Gadarene 
whom Jesus delivered in the Gospel or the Samaritan Woman, are called to show forth God’s love for mankind in 
their own corner of the world. Still others – most of us in fact – are called to share in the Church’s common     
vocation to proclaim Christ.  

How Can We “Proclaim?”  

When we think about “proclaiming God’s works” we invariably think about speaking or writing. There is a host 
of other ways by which the Church makes the Good News present in our world. At the Bridegroom Matins on 
Holy Tuesday we are reminded that the abilities we have received are often the way in which the Lord makes 
known to us our way of responding to this call:  

“Come, O faithful, let us work eagerly for the Master, for He distributes wealth to His      
servants; and let us increase the talent of grace, each one according to his ability. Let one 
adorn his wisdom with good deeds. Let another beautify the celebration of the service. Let 
someone strong in faith communicate the word to the uninitiated, and another dispense his 
wealth to the poor. Thus, we shall increase what has been loaned to us and, like faithful stew-
ards of grace, shall be worthy of the Master’s joy. O Christ God, make us worthy of that joy, 
for You are the Lover of Mankind.”  

Through each of these ways and countless others believers can take their place in the royal priesthood, joining in 
the Church’s mission to declare through word or work “the praises of Him who called you out of darkness into 
His wonderful light.”  

What Happened to the Gadarenes?  

The Gospels record that the Lord Jesus sent the man He had healed back home to witness to his neighbors. They 
do not tell us whether he was successful: was this village converted or not? We do know that by the third century 
AD the village was all but deserted. The crag which overlooked the Sea of Galilee, however, had become a place 
of pilgrimage for Christians seeking to commemorate the healing of the Gadarene. By the fifth century a large 
monastery serving the pilgrims had been established there. The monastery was expanded in the sixth century but 
abandoned after a catastrophic earthquake destroyed much of the area in 749. Ruins of the monastery were       
excavated in the 1970s by the Israeli department of antiquities and were later incorporated into a national park. 



Oct. 8 Collection                   

Weekly            $1,193    

Coffee Hr.       $     42  

Candles  $     23 

Memorials      $   355 

Hall Rental     $   200 

Other              $   170 

TOTAL           $1,983 

DIVINE LITURGY INTENTIONS  

Today       Newly Illumined Amen Antoine Esper 

      +Ruth Welsh (40 day). Requested by her family 

     +Irene Santos. Requested by Antoinette Arraj & Family 

Oct 29     +James (JR) Rahall (1 yr.). Requested by Susan Rahall & family 

Nov 5       Health & salvation of all the parishioners of OLPH living and deceased 

     

This morning’s Coffee Hr. is hosted by the family of Ruth Welsh 

Next Sunday’s Coffee Hr. will be hosted by Susan Rahall & family 

Please remember in your prayers: Lorraine Lian, George Arraj, Jr., Ron Abraham, Peter   
Abraham, Robert Ghiz, Sadie Mirante, Archie Opatka, Katherine Thomas, Charlotte Stockhaus, 
Richard Abraham, Sr., Frank Boyda, Carol Boyda, Bob Lynch, Joe Najemy, Michael         
Mooradian, Dennis Desplaines, Michael McNeil, Jeff McNeil,  Wyatt William Rahall, Billy   
Rahall, Dan Rahall, Lauren Abraham, Nicholas Haddad, Elaine Foley, David Ahlin, Elio       
Kanaan, Tom Sarrouf, Sandra Hanlan, Melissa Kalpakgian, Susan Bailey, those affected by the 
natural disasters throughout the world, and the people of Ukraine. 

If there are people for whom you would like me to pray, please reach out and give me their 
names. Part of our vocation as Christians is to pray for each other, especially when someone is 
sick or suffering  in any way. 

Last Week’s Collection 

Weekly            $  591    

Coffee Hr.       $    69  

Candles  $    33 

TOTAL           $  693 

 

 

       

Welcome to any visitors we have with us this morning! We are happy to 
have you worship with us.  

Please join us downstairs in the church hall for the coffee hour so that we 
can get to know each other better and answer any questions you may have 
about the parish or the Melkite Church. 

100th ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION  

Our 100th Anniversary will be celebrated on November 4-5. We have extended the deadline 
for reserving your Banquet tickets until October 27. You can go to our website,              
olphworcester.org or use the  the QR Code below to reserve your place at the Banquet. 
Please be advised that no tickets to the Banquet will be sold at the door. Also, we are        
limiting children to those over 12  years of age.  

If you would like to make pastries for the lunch on Nov. 5, please contact Joanne        
Kanaan at kjkanaan@gmail.com  

 

 

 QR CODE 



 Sixth Sunday of St Luke The Gadarene Demoniac (Lk 8:27-39)  

THE GOSPELS RECORD SEVERAL INSTANCES when the Lord Jesus called people to be His followers. At 
times He called people to leave their homes and livelihoods and follow Him. He called Peter and Andrew, James 
and John as they were busy fishing “and immediately they left the boat and their father and followed him” (Mt 
4:22). Similarly Matthew walked away from his toll booth and followed Jesus (see Mt 9:9); the other disciples 
whose calls are not recorded in the Gospels did the same.  

Sometimes the Lord called but was refused. The cost of following Jesus was more than some people could bear. To 
the rich young man who wanted to be perfect Jesus said, “‘If you want to be perfect, go, sell your possessions and 
give to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven. Then come, follow me.’ When the young man heard this, he 
went away sad, because he had great wealth” (Mt 19:21-22).  

In other instances the Lord raised objections Himself before the would-be follower could discover through failure 
and discouragement that following Christ meant enduring hardships. Thus “a teacher of the law came to Him and 
said, ‘Teacher, I will follow you wherever you go.’ Jesus replied, ‘Foxes have dens and birds have nests, but the 
Son of Man has no place to lay his head’” (Mt 8:19-20). The Lord wanted this teacher of the law to know that        
following Christ would not provide the comfortable lifestyle he may have been anticipating.  

To a procrastinator, however, He gave the opposite advice. “Then another disciple said to him, ‘Lord, first let me 
go and bury my father.’ But Jesus told him, ‘Follow me, and let the dead bury their own dead’” (Mt 8:21-22). The 
Lord surely wanted followers but He had a different approach based on the readiness of the person before Him. 

 This passage suggests the hurdles that people in any age will face when they consider following the Lord in a   
radical way: fear of the unknown, self-concern, pre-occupation and attachment to other things all can hinder us 
from following Christ.  

The Vocation of the Gadarene 

 The Gadarene whom Jesus healed (Lk 8:27-39) wanted to follow Jesus as well; the Scripture says that he “begged 
to go with Him,” but the Lord had another plan for him. “Jesus sent him away, saying, ‘Return home and tell how 
much God has done for you.’ So the man went away and told all over town how much Jesus had done for him” (Lk 
8:38-39).  

The Gadarenes had made it clear that they wanted Jesus to go away. He would not force Himself on them. At the 
same time He wanted to leave them with a permanent reminder of His presence: their own fellow countryman 
whom He had delivered. This man had once been a burden to the townspeople; now he would be a blessing.  

The apostles were told to go through the world preaching the Gospel; this man’s call was to go home and do the 
same in his village. Was his call by Christ less of a vocation than that of the apostles? It was different, surely, but it 
was a vocation nonetheless.  

Some people in the Church tend to think that “vocation” refers exclusively to the calling of a cleric or monastic. 
The Lord does call some people in every age to serve the Church as priests, deacons, chanters, etc. He does invite 
others to serve Him as a monk or nun, or as a member of a religious community. But these are not the only people 
whom He calls to serve Him.  

 

Prokimenon 

Reader: How great are Your works, O Lord! In wisdom You have wrought them all.          
People:  How great are Your works, O Lord! In wisdom You have wrought them all.                
Reader: Bless the Lord. O my soul! You are very great indeed, O Lord my God!    
People:  How great are Your works, O Lord! In wisdom You have wrought them all.     

Reader: How great are Your works, O Lord!          
People:  In wisdom You have wrought them all.                
                                                 
Epistle:  Gal. 2:16-20          

 
Alleluia Verses 

String Your bow, go forth, reign for the sake of truth, meekness and righteousness, and Your right 
hand shall lead You wonderfully.  
Stichon: You loved righteousness and hated iniquity: therefore God, Your God, anointed You 
with the oil of joy above your companions. 

FOOD DONATION BOX 

There is a green box in the narthex for food donations. Once a month, we will deliver whatever 
we collect to a local charity that helps those with food insecurity. Please buy a couple of extra 
items when you go the grocery store and put them in the box on your way into the church on 
Sunday. Thank you in advance for your generosity in helping those who need a little extra      
assistance! 

WORLD MISSION SUNDAY 

THERE IS A SECOND COLLECTION TODAY FOR WORLD MISSION SUNDAY.  

THANK-YOU IN ADVANCE FOR YOUR GENEROSITY! 


