
From St Cyril of Alexandria 

“What is the object of this parable? Let us examine the occasion which led to it; 
in this way we shall learn the truth. The blessed Luke said a little before concern-
ing Christ, the Savior of us all, “Now the tax collectors and sinners were all 

drawing near to hear Him. And the Pharisees and the scribes murmured, saying, 

‘This man receives sinners and eats with them.’” Since the Pharisees and scribes 
were making an outcry on account of His gentleness and love for mankind, wick-
edly and impiously blaming Him for receiving and teaching people whose lives 
were impure, Christ set before them this present parable to show them clearly that 
the God of all requires even the person who is thoroughly steadfast and firm, who 
knows how to live in a holy manner, and has attained the highest praise for his 
sober conduct to be earnest in following His will, that when any are called to re-
pentance – even if they are the most blameworthy – he must rejoice and not give 
way to a loveless irritation on their account.” (Commentary on the Gospel of St 
Luke, Sermon 107) 

Our Lady of Perpetual Help Melkite Catholic Church 
256 Hamilton St. 

Worcester, MA 01604 
Rectory: (508) 752-4174 Hall: (508) 755-2199 

Email: olphmelkite@gmail.com 
Rev. Bryan McNeil, Pastor  

Email: Brymc56@comcast.net  Cell: (978) 314-1962 
 Divine Liturgy: Sunday 10:00 AM 



Antiphon (3rd) 

1:  Come, let us sing joyfully to the Lord; let us shout with joy to God our Savior. 

O Son of God, who are risen from the dead, save us who sing to You, Alleluia 

2:  Let us come into His presence with thanksgiving and let us joyfully sing psalms to Him. 

O Son of God, who are risen from the dead, save us who sing to You, Alleluia 

3:  For God is a great Lord and a great King over all the earth. 

O Son of God, who are risen from the dead, save us who sing to You, Alleluia. 

 

Entrance Hymn 

Priest:  Come, let us worship and bow down before Christ   

People: O Son of God, who are risen from the dead, save us who sing to You, Alleluia. 

 

Troparion of the Resurrection (Tone 2 , Pg. ) 

When You descended to death, O immortal Life, You put Hades to death by the splendor of 
Your divinity. And when You raised the dead from below the earth, all the heavenly powers 
cried out to You: “O Giver of life, Christ our God, glory to You!  

Patronal Troparion  (Tone 1, Pg. 15) 

In giving birth, you have preserved your virginity, and in falling asleep, you did not forsake the 
world, O Mother of God. You have passed to life, being the Mother of Life. Through your     
intercession, save our souls from death.  

Kondakion of the Prodigal Son (Tone 3)  

 When in my wretchedness I ran away from Your fatherly love, I squandered in wickedness the 
riches You had given me.  And so now, like the Prodigal Son, I cry out to You: “I have sinned 
in Your sight, O Merciful Father: receive me now that I repent and make me as one of Your 
hired servants.” 

 

Sunday of the Prodigal Son 

February 9, 2020 

  Like the Pharisee in last week’s Gospel parable, the Conformist brother represents the scribes 
and Pharisees who are outwardly faultless. They observe all the precepts of the Law but look 
down on those who do not. The Lord Jesus does not tell them to ignore the Law, but to complete 
it with mercy and compassion. Elsewhere we find Him berating the Pharisees for this very rea-
son: “Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for you tithe mint and dill and cumin, and 
have neglected the weightier matters of the law, justice and mercy and faith; these you ought to 
have done, without neglecting the others” (Mt 23:23). 
 
Are We Scribes and Pharisees? 

The brothers in this parable represent two types found in our society today. There are independ-
ent individualists who are determined to “fulfill themselves,” to make their own way according 
to their own lights. There are also people who conform to the expectations of their family or so-
ciety, seeking to earn the approval of their peers or the powers-that-be.  

In the Church there are always people who equate being a good Christian with doing all the 
“right” things. Consciously or unconsciously, they use their acts of external righteousness to 
mask their unrighteous hearts. In the words of Metropolitan Athanasios of Limassol, Cyprus (the 
“Father Maximos” of The Mountain of Silence), “…we went to the shrines, we venerated, we 
took out our money and placed it in a box, we left our candles, our oil, our prayers, our names, 
our prosphoron, everything… But our hearts did not change at all. Having completed our duties, 
we are the same as we were before. We are ready to attack one another, ready to testify against 
each other, ready to be sour just as we were before. Our hearts do not change… I confess to you 
from my own experience that I have not seen worse enemies of the Church than ‘religious’ peo-
ple” (from Therapy for the Sickness of Pharasaism). As the Lord said, “these you ought to have 
done, without neglecting the others.” 
 
What Happens Next? 

The parable ends without an ending. We are not told how the older brother responded to his fa-
ther because the goal of the parable is that we examine what we would do. St John Chrysostom 
said, “Almost any noble person can weep with those who weep but very few of us can rejoice 
with those who rejoice.” Very few of us can really rejoice in the salvation of another… But how 
happy is the man who can rejoice in the salvation of his brother, who rejoices over his brother’s 
repentance more than his own well-being.” 

The approaching Great Fast gives us an opportunity to care for the salvation of others. People 
attend the Liturgy or Lenten services who are not worshippers during the rest of the year. Do we 
invite our less fervent fellow-parishioners to worship with us during this season? Do we wel-
come them as returning brethren with love? Or do we say things like, “Oh, look who’s back – so 
you remembered how to get here!” A better approach might begin by reflecting on the attitude of 
the loving Father in today’s parable, an icon of Christ Himself. 

 
 
 
 



DIVINE LITURGY INTENTIONS 

Today 

Health & Salvation of Lidia Assali, the Ansari & Abeddy families.  Requested by Lidia 
Assali 

+Charles Welsh 

 

February 16 

Health & Well-being of Suzan Ansara Abeedy. Requested by the Ansara Family 

+Patrick & Delia Kenny. Requested by Tom Sysesky 

 

 Last Week’s Attendance/Donations:  49/$1,102 

 February 23 is Cheesefare Sunday, traditionally the last day we eat dairy products until 

Pascha. We will have a Pot Luck after the Divine Liturgy. Please bring your favorite 

meatless, cheesy dish to share. After the meal, we will go to the church and celebrate   

Forgiveness Vespers to begin Great Lent.  

 LENTEN SERVICE SCHEDULE - Our basic schedule for Lenten services will be: 

Mondays - Great Compline, Wednesdays—Presanctified Liturgy, Fridays - Akathist 

Services are at 7PM. Specific schedule to follow. 

 Memory Eternal!  Our brother, Charles Welsh, passed away on February 1. Our         

condolences to his wife Ruth and the entire family.  

 PARISH MEETING 

We will have a Parish Meeting next Sunday February 16 after the Divine Liturgy 

and Coffee Hour. I will present some of my ideas for the future of the parish. I also 

want to hear from you!  I will present the state of our  finances as well as some of 

the major projects we need complete over the next few years.  We need everyone to 

contribute their time, talent, and treasure in order for us to grow the community.  

Please make every effort to attend.  

-Fr. Bryan 

Welcome to those who are visiting today. We are happy to have you worship with us. If 

this is your first time here, please come downstairs to the Hall, introduce yourself, have 

some refreshments, and get to know the Community. If you have any questions about the 

Melkite Church and its traditions, please don’t hesitate to ask Fr. Bryan. 

Weddings — One year notice. Contact Fr. Bryan for Sacramental Preparation. 

Baptisms — One month notice. Contact Fr. Bryan for Sacramental Preparation. 

Please let Fr. Bryan know about anyone who is sick, in the hospital, or homebound so 

that he can visit and bring them the Eucharist on a regular basis.  

THE BISHOP’S APPEAL: The annual Bishop’s Appeal is a vital means of sup-
port for our Melkite Church in the U.S.  Your gifts to the Bishop's Appeal pro-
vide funding for many important works of our Eparchy, such as: the for-
mation of our seminarians for the Priesthood and Diaconate; providing for 
our elderly priests; producing SOPHIA magazine; teaching the Faith to our 
children and young adults; establishing/supporting new missions and out-
reaches.  Our Father and Shepherd, Bishop Nicholas asks every Melkite 
household in the U.S. to give at least $100-$200 each year to support our 
Eparchy in America. 

Those who give a gift of $1000 or more will be automatically enrolled in the 
Order of Saint Nicholas, the charitable society of our Eparchy. 

Our goal is 100% participation for our parish.  Please send your gift today. 
May God bless your generosity. 



  

 

 

 Every year on this second Sunday of the Triodion we hear the Lord’s story which we call the 
Parable of the Prodigal Son. In fact there are three important characters in this parable, recorded 
in Luke 15: the Prodigal, the loving Father and the older brother. Some commentators feel that 
the older brother is the most important figure in the story because of the occasion on which the 
Lord told this parable. To find this context we must look at the first verses of the chapter which 
precede it, which are not read this Sunday:  
“Now the tax collectors and sinners were all drawing near to hear Him. And the Pharisees and 
the scribes murmured, saying, ‘This man receives sinners and eats with them.’  So He told them 
this parable…” (Lk 15:1-3). 
The Lord then tells not one but three parables about the joy over a repentant sinner: the parables 
of the lost sheep and the lost coin and the story of the Prodigal. The Lord’s aim in each of them 
is to confront the self-righteousness of the Pharisees and scribes who saw themselves as properly 
observant Jews in contrast to those who collaborated with the Roman occupiers (the tax collec-
tors) or those who ignored the precepts of the Law (the sinners). Thus each of the characters in 
the parable represents one of figures in the above three verses. We have the Rebel son, who rep-
resents the sinners, the Conformist son, who embodies the respect for the Law and tradition 
which characterizes the scribes and Pharisees, and the welcoming Father who is Christ Himself. 
The Rebel is truly a prodigal, disrespecting his father by demanding what would come to him at 
his father’s death – in effect, saying “I wish you were dead.” As we know, he goes off and even-
tually loses everything. Finally he decides to return to his father, who receives him with love. 
 
The Second Brother 
The focus of the tale now turns to the Conformist brother who has done everything by the book 
but is every bit as lost as his brother ever was. As Fr Henri Nouwen tells us in his reflection, The 
Return of the Prodigal Son, (1992, p. 71): “Outwardly the elder son was faultless. But when he 
confronted his father’s joy at the return of his younger brother, a dark power erupts in him and 
boils to the surface. Suddenly there becomes glaringly visible a resentful, proud, unkind selfish 
person, one that had remained deeply hidden.”  
Without realizing it, the older brother has gone off to a “strange land” just like the Rebel. He was 
no longer the faithful son of his father everyone thought he was. As his father’s eldest son, his 
place would be at the center of the festive gathering, seeing that everyone was welcomed and 
cared for. Hospitality was – and remains to this day – one of the most important activities in a 
Middle Eastern household. Refusing to take part made the Conformist the exact opposite of what 
he appeared to be: the faithful image of his father. He had no cause to look down on his brother; 
he too had fallen victim to “the tyranny of the passions” (St. Maximos the Confessor) and pub-
licly insulted his father by his actions. He not only refused to stand at his father’s side before the 
guests; he even caused his father to leave them in order to deal with his son’s feelings. 

“A Man Had Two Sons” Prokimenon  

Reader: May Your kindness, O Lord, be upon us, for we have hoped in You. 

People: May Your kindness, O Lord, be upon us, for we have hoped in You. 

Reader: Exult, you just, in the Lord; praise from the upright is fitting.  

People:  May Your kindness, O Lord, be upon us, for we have hoped in You. 

Reader:  May Your kindness, O Lord, be upon us,  

People:   For we have hoped in You. 

 

Epistle:     1 Cor. 6:12-20  

Alleluia Verses 

O God, you granted me retribution and make peoples subject to me and saved me from my 
raging enemies. 

Verse: Therefore, I will proclaim You, O Lord, among the nations, and I will sing praise to 
your name. 

Gospel:  Luke 15:11-32,  Sunday of the Prodigal Son  

  

 

 

 

  

HOUSE BLESSINGS  

I am still available to do house blessings. It has been a joy for 

me to get to know some of you better as I blessed  your home 

and  broke bread with you. Please call the Rectory or email me 

(Brymc56@comcast.net) to schedule a time for me to bless 

your home .  

- Fr. Bryan 


