
THIRTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST  

SEPTEMBER 4, 2022 

PROPHET MOSES 

SEPTEMBER 4 



Antiphon (3rd) 

1:  Come, let us sing joyfully to the Lord; let us shout with joy to God our Savior. 

O Son of God, who are risen from the dead, save us who sing to You, Alleluia 

2:  Let us come into His presence with thanksgiving and let us joyfully sing psalms to Him. 

Khallisna Ya-Bnallah, Ya Man qama min baynil-amwaat, nahnu muranneemeena Laka.  

Haleloueya. 

3:  For God is a great Lord and a great King over all the earth. 

O Son of God, who are risen from the dead, save us who sing to You, Alleluia. 

  
Entrance Hymn 
Priest:  Come. Let us worship and bow down before Christ..     

People: O Son of God, who are risen from the dead, save us who sing to You. Alleluia! 

 
 

Troparion of the Resurrection (Tone 4) pg. 40  

The women disciples of the Lord, having learned from the angel the joyful announcement of 

the resurrection, and having rejected the ancestral sentence, proudly told the apostles: Death is 
despoiled. Christ God is risen, bestowing to the world great mercy.” 

 
Patronal Troparion (Tone 1) Pg. 15 

 In giving birth, you have preserved your virginity and in falling asleep you did not forsake the 
world, O Mother of God. You have passed to life being the Mother of Life. Through your    

intercession, save our souls from death. 
 

Kondakion of the Nativity of the Theotokos (Tone 4) 

Through your holy birth, O Immaculate One, Joachim and Anne were delivered from the 
shame of childlessness, and Adam and Eve from the corruption of death. Your people,         

redeemed from the debt of their sins, celebrate your birth crying out to you: “the barren one 
gives birth to the Mother of God the Sustainer of our life!” 
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Perhaps the most touching image of Moses’ relationship with God occurred just before the Israelites leave Sinai for 

the Promised Land: “And it came to pass, when Moses entered the tabernacle, that the pillar of cloud descended 

and stood at the door of the tabernacle, and the LORD talked with Moses. All the people saw the pillar of cloud 

standing at the tabernacle door, and all the people rose and worshiped, each man in his tent door. So the LORD 

spoke to Moses face to face, as a man speaks to his friend” (Ex 33:9-11).  

When Moses asked God to reveal His divine glory, God replied: “… ‘I will make all My goodness pass before you, 

and I will proclaim the name of the LORD before you… But He said, ‘You cannot see My face; for no man shall see 

Me, and live… you shall see My back; but My face shall not be seen’” (Ex 33:19-23}.  

Moses’ vision of God was true, but imperfect. He would become the perfect seer of God on another mountain,   

Tabor, when he would appear with the prophet Elias at the Transfiguration of Christ. Moses led the Israelites from 

slavery in Egypt to freedom. He lived to see the Promised Land before he died, but never got to enter it himself. 

Moses died on Mount Nebo, near Jericho. Our Church commemorates the Prophet and God-Seer Moses on        

September 4, the date on which, according to the Menaion, he had seen the Promised Land.  

“A Prophet like Moses”  

When the Hebrews were preparing to enter the Promised Land, Moses uttered this prophecy, “The LORD your God 

will raise up for you a Prophet like me from your midst, from your brethren. Him you shall hear” (Dt 18:15). After 

Moses’ death, his assistant Joshua assumed the leadership of the Israelites, but this prophecy was not thought to 

refer to him. While there would be many prophets among God’s People in the centuries that followed, none of them 

would attain the stature of Moses. The Torah concludes with this acknowledgement that the prophecy is not yet 

fulfilled: “But since then there has not arisen in Israel a prophet like Moses, whom the LORD knew face to 

face” (Dt 34:10).  

Christians see that prophecy fulfilled and exceeded in Jesus Christ. He is the ultimate prophet, law-giver and      

God-Seer who leads His people – not out of Egypt, but out of Hades, delivering us from the power of Death. As we 

read in the Gospel of John, “The Law was given through Moses, but grace and truth came through Jesus 

Christ” (Jn 1:17).  

The Gospel of Matthew is so crafted as to portray Jesus as the New Moses. He deepens our understanding of the 

Commandments and takes us beyond them (“You have heard it said… but I say to you…”). The Beatitudes set out a 

new way of life, based on self-emptying in imitation of Him.  

The very structure of Matthew’s Gospel reinforces the idea of Jesus as the New Moses. The story of His ministry is 

set forth in five sections of teachings and miracles, just as the Torah is made up of five books. Each section ends 

with a passage such as this: “And so it was, when Jesus had ended these sayings, that the people were astonished at 

His teaching, for He taught them as one having authority, and not as the scribes” (Mt 7:28, 29). While this device 

may mean little to us today, its significance would not have been lost on Matthew’s Jewish readers. The Prophet 

like Moses had come.  

 

With the divine and righteous Moses, the choir of prophets rejoices today with gladness, seeing their prophecy 

now fulfilled in our midst. For Your Cross, O Christ our God, by which You redeemed us, shines before all as the 

end and fulfillment of what they foretold in ancient times. By their intercession, have mercy on us all.  

Kondakion, September 4  



DIVINE LITURGY INTENTIONS     

Today  HS Bishop-Elect Francois Beyrouti   

Sep 11            Our Families and Friends 

  +Phillip John Munbach. Requested by Tom Syseskey 

Sep 18  +William & Bertha Rahall, Habib & Marriam Rahall. Requested by Nick 

  Rahall & Family 

Sep 25            +Genevieve Bashour (40 Day). Requested by Mark Bashour 

      

 

This morning’s Coffee Hr. is hosted by  

 

Last Week’s Collection                     

Weekly                       $1,046 

Candles             $     27 

Coffee Hr.  $     26 

Stole   $     75 

Donation  $     10           

TOTAL                      $1,184 

 

God bless you for your generosity! 

Please Remember in your prayers: Susan Arraje, George Arraj, Jr.,  Ron Abraham,   
Peter Abraham, Robert Ghiz, Archie Opatka, Katherine Thomas, Charlotte Stockhaus, 
Ruth Welsh, James Rahall, Richard Abraham, Sr.,  Daneil Sarrouf, Bob Lynch,         
Michael  Mooradian, the people of Ukraine, and those who suffered a loss as a result of 
the mass shootings in various cities in the country. 
 
If there are people for whom you would like me to pray, please reach out and give me 
their names. Part of our vocation as Christians is to pray for each other,  especially 
when someone is sick or suffering  in any way. 
 

Welcome to any visitors we may have with us this morning! We are happy to 
have you worship with us.  

Please join us downstairs in the church hall for the coffee hour so that we 
can get to know each other better and answer any questions you may have 
about the parish or the Melkite Church. 

2022 Family Picnic 

Only one week until our annual Family Picnic! It is next  

Sunday September 11, 2022 from Noon to 6:00PM.   

It is not too late to volunteer to help! We need          

volunteers for many tasks: food runners, setup/

breakdown, cashiers, children’s activities, etc.  If you can share 

a couple of hours  prior to, or on the day of the Picnic, please 

reach out to Marilyn Tencza at (774) 239-2081 or 

mtencza9@hotmail.com.   

FINANCIALS 

8.2022         YTD (10.2021-8.2022) 

Income      $5,544       Income       $72,325 

Expenses   $7,161       Expenses    $73,660 

Net            ($1,617)       Net             ($1,335) 



ONCE THE LORD JESUS entered Jerusalem on Palm Sunday, He was in the stronghold of the Jewish political 

and religious elite: the high priests and the Sanhedrin (council of elders). Chapter 21 of the Gospel of Matthew 

shows Him challenging them dramatically in word (parables) and action (His attack on the money-changers). 

One of those parables, the story of the Vinedressers, was a clear indictment of those who abused their position as 

God’s representatives in the vineyard of Israel. And “when the chief priests and Pharisees heard His parables, 

they perceived that He was speaking of them” (v.45).  

Matthew does not depict Jesus as explaining this parable; in chapter 23, however, he describes the Lord as using 

the same image, but with an explanation. “O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the one who kills the prophets and stones 

those who are sent to her! How often I wanted to gather your children together, as a hen gathers her chicks un-

der her wings, but you were not willing!” (v. 37) The fate of the servants was an allusion to the fate of the proph-

ets.  

The Father of All the Prophets  

Contemporary Jews still reverence the “Tomb of the Prophets” Haggai, Zechariah and Malachi on the west side 

of the Mount of Olives. Tombs of other prophets are venerated as holy sites in Israel (Hosea and Isaiah), Pales-

tine (Zedekiah) and Iraq (Ezekiel). However the prophet whom Jews call the “Father of all the prophets” and 

whom our Church remembers this week (September 4) has no tomb. As we read in the Torah: “So Moses the 

servant of the LORD died there in the land of Moab, according to the word of the LORD. And He buried him in a 

valley in the land of Moab, opposite Beth Peor; but no one knows his grave to this day” (Dt 34:5, 6). Some au-

thors have suggested that Moses was buried in an unmarked grave to prevent the still semi-idolatrous Israelites 

from making it a shrine or place of worship.  

The bulk of the Torah (Exodus through Deuteronomy) is concerned with the story of Moses. It tells how he was 

born to an Israelite couple in Egypt. The Pharaoh, in an attempt at population control, had ordered that newborn 

Hebrew boys were to be killed. “But the midwives feared God, and did not do as the king of Egypt commanded 

them, but saved the male children alive” (Ex 1:17).  

Exodus tells how Moses fled Egypt after killing a man who was abusing a Hebrew. He settled in Midian (on the 

northeastern shore of the Red Sea) and married Zipporah, a daughter of the local priest. While shepherding his 

father-in-law’s flocks, Moses had this life-changing experience: “And the Angel of the LORD appeared to him in 

a flame of fire from the midst of a bush. So he looked, and behold, the bush was burning with fire, but the bush 

was not consumed. Then Moses said, ‘I will now turn aside and see this great sight, why the bush does not burn.’ 

 “So when the LORD saw that he turned aside to look, God called to him from the midst of the bush and said, 

‘Moses, Moses!’ And he said, ‘Here I am.’  

Then He said, ‘Do not draw near this place. Take your sandals off your feet, for the place where you stand is 

holy ground. Moreover, He said, ‘I am the God of your father—the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the 

God of Jacob.’ And Moses hid his face, for he was afraid to look upon God” (Ex 3:2-6). Thus Moses is known in 

our Tradition as “the God-Seer” since he beheld God at the burning bush and when receiving the Law.  

 

The Holy Prophet Moses  

Prokimenon 

Reader:  How great are Your works, O Lord! In wisdom You have wrought them all.  
People:   How great are Your works, O Lord! In wisdom You have wrought them all.  
Reader:  Bless the Lord. O my soul! You are very great indeed, O Lord my God!  

People:   How great are Your works, O Lord! In wisdom You have wrought them all. 
Reader:  How great are Your works, O Lord!     
People:    In wisdom You have wrought them all.                           

                                                 
Epistle:  1 Cor. 16:13-24  

Alleluia Verses 

String your bow, go forth, reign for the sake of truth, meekness and righteousness, and your right 

hand shall lead you wonderfully.  

Verse: You loved righteousness and hated iniquity: therefore God, your God, anointed you with 
the oil of joy above your companions. 
 

Gospel:  Mt. 21:33-42  

UPCOMING LITURGICAL SCHEDULE 

 

Wed Sep 7, 6PM      Divine Liturgy-Nativity of the  Theotokos 

Tue Sep 13, 6PM     Great Vespers-Exultation of the Holy Cross 

Wed Sep 14, 6PM    Divine Liturgy-Exultation of the Holy Cross 


