FAMILY PICNIC
SUNDAY BEFORE THE EXULTATION OF THE HOLY CROSS
SEPTEMBER 12, 2021 SEPTEMBER 12, 2021

NOON TO 5PM
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FOOD, MUSIC, RAFFLE,
CHILDREN'’S ACTIVITIES

MUSIC BY
MITCHELL KALTSUNAS & ENSEMBLE

DJ CHUCK BOROWY
(Donated by Drew Mortgage)

OUR LADY OF PERPETUAL HELP MELKITE CATHOLIC
CHURCH

256 HAMILTON ST.
WORCESTER, MA 01604
(508) 752-4174
olphmelkite@gmail.com




Our Lady of Perpetual Help Melkite Catholic Church
256 Hamilton St.
Worcester, MA 01604
Rectory: (508) 752-4174 Hall: (508) 755-2199
Email: olphmelkite@gmail.com
Rev. Bryan McNeil, Pastor
Email: Brymc56@comcast.net Cell: (978) 314-1962
Divine Liturgy: Sunday 10:00 AM

Antiphon (Feast)

1: The Lord swore to David's firm promise from which He will not withdraw.
Through the prayers of the Mother of God, O Savior, save us.

Your own Offspring, I will set up on your throne.

Be shafa'ati Walidatil Eelah, ya Mukhallisu, khallisna.

The Lord has chosen Zion: He prefers her for his dwelling.
All: Through the prayers of the Mother of God, O Savior, save us.

Entrance Hymn
Priest: Come. Let us worship and bow down before Christ.

People: O Son of God who are risen from the dead, save us who sing to You: Alleluia!

Resurrection Troparion (Tone 7) pg. 42

You destroyed Death by Your cross. You opened paradise to the thief. You changed the weep-
ing of the myrrh-bearers, and commanded Y our apostles to proclaim that You, O Christ God,
have risen, granting to the world great mercy.

Troparion of the Feast (Tone 4 )twice

Your Nativity, O Mother of God, heralded joy to the whole universe, for from you rose the Sun
of Justice, Christ our God, taking away the curse, He imparted the blessings, and by abolishing
Death, He gave us everlasting Life.

Troparion of the Dormition (Tone 1) pg. 15

In giving birth, you have preserved your virginity, and in falling asleep you did not forsake the
world, O Mother of God. You have passed to life, being the Mother of Life. Through your
intercession, save our souls from death.

Kontakion of the Nativity of the Theotokos (Tone 4)

Through your holy birth, O Immaculate One, Joachim and Anne were delivered from the
shame of childlessness, and Adam and Eve from the corruption of death. Your people,
redeemed from the debt of their sins, cry out to you to honor your birth: “the barren one gives
birth to the Mother of God the Sustainer of our life!”

The Bronze Serpent as a “Type”

The Lord is quoted in John’s Gospel as describing the bronze serpent incident as a type of Himself. A
type is a person or event from an earlier era which pre-figures Christ, His Church, the holy mysteries or
any aspect of the New Covenant. The sacrifice of Isaac (Gen 22, Heb 11:17-19), the deliverance of Jo-
nah (Book of Jonah, Mt 12:39-40), the Israelites’ departure from Egypt (Hosea 11:1, Mt 2:15), the wa-
ter from the rock (Ex 17:1-7, 1 Cor 10:1-4) are all types cited in the New Testament itself as fulfilled in
Christ. In our worship Passover, the celebration of the Exodus, is a type of the New Passover, the resur-
rection. The Feast of Weeks, 50 days after Passover, is a type of Pentecost, 50 days after the New Pass-
over.

In John the words “lifted up” are used twice to describe the type and its fulfillment. The type in this case
is not the bronze serpent, which had no power in itself, but the act of displaying it in the sight of the
Israelites. This type is fulfilled when Christ is “lifted up,” put on display at His crucifixion.

In John’s Gospel the account of Christ’s passion repeatedly shows Christ “lifted up” before the gaze of
those around Him. After he had Jesus beaten and crowned with thorns, “Pilate then went out again, and
said to them, ‘Behold, I am bringing Him out to you, that you may know that I find no fault in Him.’
Then Jesus came out, wearing the crown of thorns and the purple robe. And Pilate said to them,
‘Behold the Man!’ When the chief priests and officers saw Him, they cried out, saying, ‘Crucify Him,
crucify Him!”” (Jn 19:4-6).

After Jesus dies, the soldiers come to hasten the death of those crucified that day. They broke the legs of
the criminals crucified with Him. Seeing that He was already dead, they merely pierced His side. John
notes that “All these things were done that the Scripture should be fulfilled, ‘Not one of His bones shall
be broken.’ And again another Scripture says, ‘They shall look on Him whom they pierced’” (Jn 19:36-
37). The type is fulfilled as Jesus is lifted up, beheld and looked upon.

In the Old Testament the Israelites who looked on it with faith in God’s purposes for them received
healing of the venom caused by their sin. In the same way those who fix their attention on Christ re-
ceive healing for the sickness caused by the sin of the world.

Two Further “Liftings”

On September 14 the Church remembers two other occasions when Christ was “lifted up”: the Exalta-
tions of the Holy Cross. The feast recalls the finding of the cross in the fourth century by St Helena and
the recapture of the cross from Persian invaders by Emperor Heraclius in the seventh century. A high-
light of the feast is the lifting up of the cross in blessing over the world while “Lord, have mercy” is
repeatedly sung. We are invited to fix our attention on Christ who was lifted upon the cross for us.

The cross, like the Eucharist, is an antitype of Christ. While a type is something in the past that is ful-
filled in the future, an antitype is something in the present that connects us to the climactic events of our
salvation. As we look upon the cross lifted up on this feast we see, as the Israelites did before us, both
our sin which brought about Christ’s suffering and His victory which brings about our healing.

Prefiguring you, the most precious Cross, Moses lifted a brazen serpent up high on a pole to oppose the
fiery serpents, as it is written. By you we are delivered from the deception of the spiritual serpents.
Canon of the Forefeast



DIVINE LITURGY INTENTIONS
Today +Tonios Kahale, Wadih Kahale. Requested by Katherine Thomas & Family
+Peter Solitro

September 19 +Habib & Mariam Rahall, William & Bertha Rahall, Deceased Members of

Rahall & Reeks Families. Requested by Nick Rahall & Family
September 26 +Philip Jordan. Requested by Frank & Carol Boyda and Ken & Effie Jordan

October 3
& family

There is no coffee hour today due to the Picnic
Next week’s coffee hour is hosted by Nick Rahall and family

+40 Day Memorial for Peter Solitro. Requested by Antonio and Karen Solitro

PARISH PICNIC

The Parish Picnic is TODAY from noon to 5pm. Please see the flyer on the back
page of the bulletin for more details. Please try to give an hour helping in some
capacity. We need people to setup and breakdown, food runners, food servers, folks
to clean the tables and chairs, etc. The tables and chairs will be spaced so as to
provide physical distancing. Take this opportunity to get involved again in the life of
the Parish. If you want to make a monetary donation, please see Fr. Bryan .

God Bless!

Last Week’s Collection

Sun Sep 19, 10AM - Divine Liturgy for the Exultation | Regular $605
of the Holy Cross followed by procession and Candles $ 9
exultation of the Cross. Coffee Hr $ 17

Stole $ 20
Flowers $ 10
Total $661

Upcoming Liturgical Schedule

God bless you for your generosity!

PARISH COUNCIL

I would like to form a Parish Council this fall. It is an important part of parish life. For a
parish of our size, I think seven people will be enough, at least to begin. We will elect five
members and [ will appoint two. Currently, we have both a Finance & Building committee.
Each of these committees will have a representative on the Council.

We will have an election this Fall. If you are interested in serving on the Council or want to
nominate someone, please let me know. The election will take place in late September.

We are planning to do a Memorial Service for all the loved ones we lost during the
pandemic followed by a luncheon. This will be sometime in October. We would
charge a minimal amount for the luncheon, which would be catered. That gives
everyone a chance to enjoy the event. Any profit we make will go toward purchasing
something for the church in memory of those we have lost during the pandemic.

FINANCIALS
Aug 2021 YTD(10.2020-8.2021)
Income $6,398 Income $71,924
Expenses $4,852 Expenses $78,878

Net $1,545 Net ($ 6,954)




The Brazen Serpent

When people think of snakes and the Bible, the first thing they may recall is the serpent in the Book of Genesis.
There this creature is described as “more cunning than any beast of the field which the Lord God had
made” (Gen 3:1). It personifies the Tempter who causes Eve and then her husband to fall.

In response to the temptation of Eve, God punishes the serpent: “Because you have done this, you are cursed
more than all cattle, and more than every beast of the field; on your belly you shall go, and you shall eat dust all
the days of your life”” (Gen 3:13). The snake or serpent then becomes the image of all that is evil.

Throughout the Law, the Prophets and the Psalms we find many negative references to snakes. Thus the prophet
Micah compares the enemies of Judea to snakes who conceal themselves and then emerge when it is time to
strike: “They shall lick the dust like a serpent; they shall crawl from their holes like snakes of the earth” (Mi
7:17). Not a very flattering image for anyone who likes snakes.
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Why, then, do we find the Lord Jesus comparing Himself to a snake: “...as Moses lifted up the serpent in the
wilderness, even so must the Son of Man be lifted up”? What is so different about this snake that makes it a fit-
ting image for the Son of Man?

The Serpent in the Wilderness

The reference to Moses lifting up a serpent takes us back to the story of the Israclites’ exodus from captivity in
Egypt. In the Book of Numbers we read that the Israelites made their way through the wilderness of Sinai into
the Promised Land but were not welcomed by the local inhabitants. They were under God’s protection and were
given the manna for their daily food but they were not satisfied. Many felt that they had been better off as slaves

in Egypt.

“Then they journeyed from Mount Hor by the Way of the Red Sea, to go around the land of Edom; and the soul
of the people became very discouraged on the way. And the people spoke against God and against Moses: ‘Why
have you brought us up out of Egypt to die in the wilderness? For there is no food and no water, and our soul
loathes this worthless bread.” So the Lord sent fiery serpents among the people, and they bit the people; and
many of the people of Israel died.”

The “fiery serpents” refers to a species of poisonous snakes whose bite inflames the affected area. The Israelites
seem to have stumbled upon a place where such snakes were common. The Israelites interpreted the serpent or
snake as a sign of evil: of fatal punishment to God’s People who doubted His care for them.

"Therefore the people came to Moses, and said, ‘We have sinned, for we have spoken against the Lord and
against you, pray to the Lord that He take away the serpents from us.” So  Moses prayed for the people.

"Then the Lord said to Moses, ‘Make a brazen serpent, and set it on a pole; and it shall be that everyone who is
bitten, when he looks at it, shall live.” So Moses made a bronze serpent, and put it on a pole; and so it was, if a
serpent had bitten anyone, when he looked at the bronze serpent, he lived” (Num 21:4-9).

The Israelites appear to have taken the bronze serpent with them and enshrined it as a memorial to their deliver-
ance in the wilderness, much as they preserved a jar of manna in the Tabernacle. According to Jewish tradition,
the bronze serpent was too much like an idol; hundreds of years later it seems that some of the Israelites were
venerating it as their deliverer rather than God. King Hezekiah of Judah, who reigned from 715 to 686 bc, de-
stroyed the bronze serpent for just that reason: He removed the high places and broke the sacred pillars, cut
down the wooden image [to Asherah, a Canaanite goddess] and broke in pieces the bronze serpent that Moses
had made; for until those days the children of Israel burned incense to it, and called it Nehushtan™ (2 Kgs 18:4).

Prokimenon

Reader: You, O Lord, will keep us and preserve us always from this generation.

People: You, O Lord, will keep us and preserve us always from this generation.

Verse.  Save me, O Lord, for there is no longer any holy man, for truthfulness has vanished
from among the children of men.

People: You, O Lord, will keep us and preserve us always from this generation.

Reader: You, O Lord, will keep us

People: And preserve us always from this generation.

Epistle: Gal. 6:11-18

Alleluia Verses

Your favor, O Lord, I will sing forever; from generation to generation, my mouth will proclaim
Your faithfulness.

Verse: For You have said, “My kindness is established forever.” In heaven You have confirmed
your faithfulness.”

Gospel: Jn. 3:13-17, Sunday Before the Holy Cross

Hirmos of the Nativity of the Mother of God (7Tone 8)

Mothers cannot be virgins, nor virgins mothers, and yet in you, O Mother of God, both virginity
and motherhood were planned and fulfilled: wherefore all the peoples of the earth proclaim you
blessed.

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION

| would like to start religious education this fall for adults and children. We will use diocesan
resources for the children. For the adults, we will discuss different aspects of our Faith. If there
is anything you want to know more about, please don’t hesitate to let me know.

| believe that our Byzantine music is also part of religious education, so | plan to have regular
music sessions so that those who want to become more familiar with our music have that
opportunity. We will begin with the music for the Divine Liturgy and then move on to feast day
and other music. | hope you will able to join us!



