TENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
VIGIL OF THE FEAST OF THE DORMITION OF THE THEOTOKOS
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Annual Family Picnic

September n, 2022
Noon to 6pm

256 Hamilton St.
“‘Worcester, MA
01604

Music and Dancing!

Music By:
Mitchell Kaltsunas & His Ensemble
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Our Lady of Perpetual Help Melkite Catholic Church
256 Hamilton St.
Worcester, MA 01604
Rectory: (508) 752-4174 Hall: (508) 755-2199
Email: olphmelkite@gmail.com
Rev. Bryan McNeil, Pastor
Email: Brymc56@comcast.net Cell: (978) 314-1962
Divine Liturgy: Sunday 10:00 AM

Antiphon (1st)

1: Shout joyfully to the Lord, all the earth, and sing praise to His name.

Through the prayers of the Mother of God, O Savior, save us.

2: Say to God: How awesome are Your deeds! So great is Your power that Your enemies cringe be-
fore You.

Be shafa'ati Walidatil Eelah, ya Mukhallisu, khallisna.

3: Let all the earth worship You and sing praises to You; let it sing praises to Your name, O Most High!
Through the prayers of the Mother of God, O Savior, save us.

Entrance Hymn
Priest: Come. Let us worship and bow down before Christ..

People: O Son of God, who are risen from the dead, save us who sing to You. Alleluia!

Troparion of the Resurrection (Tone 1) pg. 38

After the stone was sealed by the Jews and the while the soldiers were watching Your spotless body,
You rose, O Savior, on the third day, bestowing life to the world. Wherefore, the heavenly powers cried
out to You, O Giver of life: “Glory to Your resurrection, O Christ! Glory to Your kingdom! Glory to
Your economy, O You who alone are the lover of mankind!”

Troparion Of The Vigil (Tone 4)

O peoples dance with joy and clap your hands with fervor; gather today in eagerness and jubilation and
sing with glee, for the Mother of God is about to rise in glory, going up from the earth into heaven. It is
to her we always sing hymns of praise, for she is the Mother of God.

Patronal Troparion (Tone 1) Pg. 15

In giving birth, you have preserved your virginity and in falling asleep you did not forsake the world, O
Mother of God. You have passed to life being the Mother of Life. Through your intercession, save our
souls from death.

Kontakion Of The Vigil (Tone 4)
Today the whole universe dances with joy at your glorious memory, O Mother of God, and it cries out
to you: “Rejoice, O Virgin, pride of Christians!”

The Resurrection of the Body

The Dormition of the Theotokos points to an aspect of eternal life only briefly sketched out in the Scriptures. There
we read that the risen Christ is “the first-fruits of those who have fallen asleep” (1 Cor 15:20). To call Him
“first-fruits” presumed that there is more to the crop, as St Paul elaborates: “Christ the first-fruits, afterward those
who are Christ’s at His coming” (v. 23).

Mary’s participation in eternal life is unique — she is not awaiting the return of her Son; she now fully shares in the
eternal life in body as well as spirit by a special gift of grace. Some may see this belief as unscriptural, contra
dicting the very words of St Paul. Rather they confirm by a historic moment what would otherwise simply be an
allegation. Mary’s dormition demonstrates that St Paul’s teaching is not mere words. Human beings can share
physically in the Resurrection and Mary is there to prove it.

In the words of the Catechism of the Catholic Church, Mary’s dormition “...is a singular participation in her Son’s
Resurrection and an anticipation of the resurrection of other Christians. [/t is significant that this 9§ concludes by
paraphrasing our troparion of the Dormition in witness to the meaning of this feast.] In giving birth you kept your
virginity; in your Dormition you did not leave the world, O Mother of God, but were joined to the source of Life.
You conceived the living God and, by your prayers, will deliver our souls from death.” (966).

What Mary Left Behind

One tradition repeated in several early texts concerns the sash or girdle of the Theotokos. Thomas was supposedly
the last Apostle to arrive and missed venerating her body. According to the seventh-century Passing of the Blessed
Virgin Mary attributed to Joseph of Arimathea, Thomas saw the most holy body of the blessed Mary going up into
heaven, and prayed her to give him a blessing. She heard his prayer, and threw him the sash which she had about
her.

Parts of this girdle are venerated to this day, chiefly at the Vatopedi Monastery on Mount Athos and at the Syriac
Orthodox “Church of the Girdle” in Homs, Syria. During the eighteenth century when the Melkite Patriarchate of
Antioch was being established some iconographers were moved to “Catholicize” the icon of the Dormition. They
showed the Theotokos giving St Thomas a rosary instead of her sash, contributing to the popular notion that the
Latin rosary was of Apostolic and Eastern origin.

Mary and Ephesus?

We do not know when the site of the Virgin’s tomb in Gethsemane, at the foot of Mount Olivet, became a place of
Christian devotion. Some say that the first church there had been built by St Helena in the fourth century. There
was clearly a church there in the fifth century. It is well documented that the first Patriarch of Jerusalem, St Juvenal,
had taken the veil of the Theotokos from this shrine and sent it to the Empress Pulcheria who had asked him for the
Virgin’s “relics” after the Council of Chalcedon (451). The patriarch replied, “Three days after her repose, the body
of the Holy Virgin was raised up to heaven, and the Tomb in the Garden of Gethsemane bears only her Veil.” The
patriarch then sent this relic to Constantinople where it was enshrined in the church of the Theotokos at Blachernae,
a district of Constantinople.

Today some claim that the Theotokos died in Ephesus where St John the Theologian lived for many years because
the Lord Jesus had entrusted His mother to him as He was dying on the cross.

In the nineteenth century a house claimed to be that of the Virgin was unearthed near Ephesus, based on a supposed
vision of Anne Catherine Emerich. This shrine became popular in the West; however there was never any early
tradition connecting Mary’s death and burial with the city of Ephesus.



DIVINE LITURGY INTENTIONS Welcome to any visitors we may have with us this morning! We are happy to
Today +Richard Melchione. Requested by Nick Rahall & family have you worship with us.

+ Genevieve Bashour who passed away in Florida this past week Please join us downstairs in the church hall for the coffee hour so that we

can get to know each other better and answer any questions you may have
about the parish or the Melkite Church.

This morning’s Coffee Hr. is hosted by Anthony & Diana Esper
Next Sunday’s Coffee Hr. will be hosted by

2022 Family Picnic

Our annual Family Picnic will be on Sunday September 11,

Please Remember in your prayers: Susan Arraje, George Arraj, Jr., Peter Abraham, 2022 from Noon to 6:00PM.
Robert Ghiz, Archie Opatka, Katherine Thomas, Charlotte Stockhaus, Ruth Welsh, . )
James Rahall, Richard Abraham, Sr., Daneil Sarrouf, Bob Lynch, Michael Our next meeting will be August 23 at 6:30PM

Mooradian, the people of Ukraine, and those who suffered a loss as a result of the

o . e We need volunteers for many tasks: advance food
mass shootings in various cities in the country. Chmr Ch

preparation, food runners, setup/breakdown, cashiers,
children’s activities, etc. If you can share a couple of hours
prior to, or on the day of the Picnic, please reach out to
Marilyn Tencza at (774) 239-2081 or
mtenczag@hotmail.com.

If there are people for whom you would like me to pray, please reach out and give me
their names. Part of our vocation as Christians is to pray for each other, especially
when someone is sick or suffering in any way.

/Jﬂmk
e

Last Week’s Collection gy
Weekl $1,023 LN, %
Candlzs $ 19 a %-ﬁxﬂ 2
Coffee Hr. $ 14 Z n%@%fﬁ %- FINANCIALS
Flowers $ 50 G o 7/2022 YTD (10/2021-7/2022)
‘ I " N \
Other Income $ 196 ) '\y 8 9 Income  $5,443 Income $66,781
TOTAL $1,302 & | | 28
223 | < & Q2 Expenses $8,012 Expenses $66,499
.‘:}‘,él L T ?‘@7
LA M Sl
God bless you for your generosity! (52 e Net ($2,509) Net $ 28




August 15 — Feast of the Holy Dormition of the Theotokos

IN BYZANTINE CHURCHES the first Great Feast in the liturgical calendar is the Nativity of the Theotokos
(September 8). The feast of her Holy Dormition (August 15), coming at the end of the Church year, brings this
cycle to a close. Like a musical masterwork, our annual remembrance of the life, death, and resurrection of Christ
begins with an “overture” (the birth of His Mother) and concludes with a “coda” (her entry into the new life
which is promised to us).

What Is a “Dormition”?

Our English word echoes the French and Latin words for “sleep.” The corresponding Greek word, koimisis,
appears in English as “cemetery,” or “sleeping place.” By calling death a “repose” or a “falling asleep” we are
affirming our faith that death is not an ultimate reality. Mary’s is not the only Dormition observed in our Church.
The first saints to be commemorated were the martyrs, witnesses to Christ at the risk of their life; their death was
considered as a “crowning” to their testimony. Some saints not martyred were remembered on the day of their
peaceful death, their dormition. Thus we remember the Dormition of St Anne, mother of the Theotokos (July 25)
and of St. John the Theologian, the only apostle not martyred (September 26). The Coptic Church also
remembers the Dormition of St Joseph (August 2).

The Tradition of the Virgin’s Repose

Several writings describing the death of the Virgin have come down to us; the earliest still in existence dates
from the fifth century. But, according to biblical scholar Lino Cignelli, “All of them are traceable back to a single
primitive document, a Judaeo-Christian prototype, clearly written within the mother church of Jerusalem some
time during the second century, and, in all probability, composed for liturgical use right at the Tomb of Our
Lady.”

The early Tradition generally places Mary’s death in Jerusalem, a few years after the death and resurrection of
Christ. According to one early version, “...the apostles carried the couch, and laid down her precious and holy
body in Gethsemane in a new tomb. And, behold, a perfume of sweet savor came forth out of the holy sepulcher
of our Lady the Mother of God; and for three days the voices of invisible angels were heard glorifying Christ our
God, who had been born of her. And when the third day was ended, the voices were no longer heard; and from
that time forth all knew that her spotless and precious body had been transferred to paradise.”

Other of these writings speak of all the apostles being summoned and/or transported miraculously to attend the
Holy Virgin at her passing. When Mary reposes, they see Christ taking her soul to heaven. When they bury her
body as the Lord had instructed, the apostles once more see Christ. In one version Peter appeals to Him: “It had
seemed to us Your servants to be right that, just as You, having vanquished death, now reign in glory, You
should raise up the body of Your mother and take her with You in joy into heaven.” Christ restores her soul to
her body and glorifies both with Him. In all these accounts Mary enters eternal life in the fullness of her spiritual
and bodily existence.

Employing elements of these accounts, the Churches of the East and then the West began to celebrate the feast of
Mary’s passing, which became widespread before the end of the first millennium AD. The eighth century Father,
St John of Damascus, has left us several sermons on the meaning of Mary’s Dormition as well as a canon which
we still sing at Orthros on this feast. “What, then, shall we call this mystery of yours? Death? Your blessed soul
is naturally parted from your blissful and undefiled body. The body is delivered to the grave, yet it does not
remain in death, nor is it the prey of corruption. The body of her, whose virginity remained unspotted in
child-birth, was preserved in its incorruption, and was taken to a better, more divine place, where there is no
death, only eternal life” (First Homily on the Dormition).

Prokimenon

Reader:

People:

Reader:

People:

Reader:

People:

Epistle:

May Your kindness, O Lord, be upon us, for we have hoped in You.
May Your kindness, O Lord, be upon us, for we have hoped in You.
Exult, you just, in the Lord; praise from the upright is fitting.

May Your kindness, O Lord, be upon us, for we have hoped in You.
May Your kindness, O Lord, be upon us,

For we have hoped in You.

1 Cor. 4:9-16

Alleluia Verses

O God, You granted me retribution and made peoples subject to me and saved me from my rag-
ing enemies.
Verse: Therefore, [ will proclaim You, O Lord, among the nations, and I will sing praise to Your

name

Gospel: Mt. 17:14-23

UPCOMING LITURGICAL SCHEDULE

Mon Aug 15, 6PM Divine Liturgy for the Feast of the Dormition of the

Theotokos

Mon Aug 29, 6PM Divine Liturgy for the feast of the Beheading of John

the Baptist

Wed Sep 7, 6PM  Divine Liturgy for the feast of the Nativity of the

Theotokos




