THANK YOU TO ALL WHO MADE FLOWER OR OTHER CHRISTMAS DONATIONS
GOD BLESS YOU FOR YOUR GENEROSITY

William & Janice Abdelnour
Barbara & William Abraham

Ronald Abraham

George Arraj, Jr.
Andy & Jocelyn Aulo
Steven & Phyllis Callan

Houda Daou

Ryan & Tina Dumont
James & Karen Esper
Maria Filewicz
Arthur Gazal

Robert Ghiz

Lisa Jagielski

Joe & Lorraine Lian
Robert & Arlene Lian
Mercadante Funeral Home
Sadie Mirante

Lawrence & Barbara Morris
Nick Rahall

Mary Rizk

Tom & Daneil Sarrouf
Antonio & Karen Solitro
Thomas Syseskey
Marilyn & Zenon Tencza

+James & Julie Abraham
+Salim Abraham,Annie Abraham,Robert Abraham, Gloria
Abraham

+Robert & Isabella Esper,Francis & Cathleen Callan,Michael
Sabacinski

+James & Catherine Esper, Robert & Lorraine Nelson
+Amelia Filewicz

+Arthur P. Gazal,Amelia Gazal,Shaker Gazal,Frank
Ricciardi,Antoinette Ricciardi

+George Arraj, Alfred Jagielski
+Deceased members of Lian & Kouri families

+Peter Solitro

+George & Alice Joseph, Stanley & Michaline Tencza

TWELFTH SUNDAY AFTER THE HOLY CROSS

JANUARY 16, 2022

JESUS HEALING THE TEN LEPERS
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Email: olphmelkite@gmail.com
Rev. Bryan McNeil, Pastor
Email: Brymc56@comcast.net Cell: (978) 314-1962
Divine Liturgy: Sunday 10:00 AM

Antiphon (1st)

1: Shout joyfully to the Lord, all the earth, and sing praise to His name.

Through the prayers of the Mother of God, O Savior, save us.

2: Say to God: How awesome are Your deeds! So great is Your power that Your enemies
cringe before You.

Be shafa'ati Walidatil Eelah, ya Mukhallisu, khallisna.

3: Let all the earth worship You and sing praises to You; let it sing praises to Your name, O
Most High!

Through the prayers of the Mother of God, O Savior, save us.

Entrance Hymn
Priest: Come, let us worship and bow down before Christ.
People: O Son of God, who are risen from the dead, save us who sing to You, Alleluia!

Troparion of the Resurrection (Tone 1) pg. 38

After the stone was sealed by the Jews and the while the soldiers were watching Your spotless body,
You rose, O Savior, on the third day, bestowing life to the world. Wherefore, the heavenly powers cried
out to You, O Giver of life: “Glory to Your resurrection, O Christ! Glory to Your kingdom! Glory to
Your economy, O You who alone are the lover of mankind!”

Troparion of Peter (Tone 4)

Without leaving Rome, you have come to us, you who preside over the Apostles by the power of the
venerable chains you bore. While honoring them with faith, we beseech you that, through your interces-
sion, God may grant us great mercy.

Patronal Troparion (Tone 1) Pg. 15

In giving birth, you have preserved your virginity and in falling asleep you did not forsake the world, O
Mother of God. You have passed to life being the Mother of Life. Through your intercession, save our
souls from death.

Kondakion of the Presentation of our Lord (Tone 1)

O Christ our God who through Your birth have sanctified the virginal womb and have now blessed the
arms of Simon, today You have come to save us. O Lord, when wars prevail, keep Your people in peace
and strengthen our Public Authorities in every good deed, for You alone are the lover of Mankind.

How the Lord Treated Lepers

The ten lepers of Lk 17 were not the only ones the Lord Jesus encountered according to the
Gospels. Cleansing lepers, along with healing the blind, the lame and the deaf were considered
signs that Jesus was the Messiah. In Mt 8:1-4 and Mk 1:40-44 we read of a healing accomplished
by physical contact: Jesus “stretched out His hand and touched him” (Mt 8:3). In contrast, He
healed the ten lepers in Luke at a distance, sending them off to the priests apparently unhealed.
The ten did not doubt Jesus; they went their way as He directed them and along the road their
healing was manifested. In both cases the lepers were sent to the priests to verify their healing.
Leviticus 14 gives detailed instructions on what was to be done if a leper was now clean,
including bathing, shaving and sacrificing three lambs as well as being anointed with oil. Only
then would the leper be considered ritually clean. The Samaritan, however, returns directly to
Jesus,. He would never be deemed ritually pure by a Jewish priest. This freed him to recognize the
One who made him clean. Giving Thanks Like the Samaritan The grateful Samaritan has always
been seen as an example to believers, calling us to be thankful for God’s blessings to us. Many of
us, however, are only thankful when we receive special blessings from God. We forget that in
every circumstance of our life, every person we encounter is an opportunity for furthering us on
the path to salvation. As St Paul noted, “We know that all things work together for good to those
who love God, to those who are the called according to His purpose (Rom 8:28). Gratitude should
be our daily attitude. The fifth-century Syriac Father St John the Solitary offers this plan to
develop an attitude of daily thanksgiving within us: “When evening comes, collect your thoughts
and ponder over the entire course of the day: observe God's providential care for you; consider the
grace He has wrought in you throughout the whole span of the day; consider the rising of the
moon, the joy of daylight, all the hours and moments, the divisions of time, the sight of different
colors, the beautiful adornment of creation, the course of the sun, the growth of your own stature,
how your own person has been protected, consider the blowing of the winds, the ripe and varied
fruits, how the elements minister to your comfort, how you have been preserved from accidents,
and all the other activities of grace. When you have pondered on all this, wonder of God’s love
toward you will well up within you, and gratitude for His acts of grace will bubble up inside you.”

From the Prologue of Ochrid for July 23

Does anyone envy the leper? No one envies him. Why then do some envy the evil man when evil
is a greater sickness than leprosy? Leprosy is a disease of the flesh but evil is a disease of the soul.
A leper can be healthy within while he is unhealthy on the outside. However, the evil man can be
healthy on the outside but his interior is ill, his heart is sick. Greater value has a tree that is sick on
the outside but has a healthy core than a tree that is healthy on the outside but has a rotten core.
Thus, leprosy is a lesser evil than evil i.e., than sin. ... Does the physician envy the sick person?
He does not envy him. Neither does the righteous one envy the sinner. If you do not know
whether you are righteous examine your heart: do you envy the sinner? If you envy the sinner
then you are not righteous; if you do not envy the sinner, then rejoice, O righteous one of God. ...
The righteous one recognizes the sickness of sin, horrifying and deadly, and does not envy the
sinner but pities him.



DIVINE LITURGY INTENTIONS

Today Healing of Archie Opatka
HS Richard Nejaimey

Upcoming Liturgical Schedule

Tue Feb.1, 6PM—Divine Liturgy for the Feast of the Encounter followed
by the blessing of candles

COFFEE HOUR

Given the recent spike in Covid cases in the Commonwealth, I have decided to
suspend the coffee hour until cases subside. We have had some parishioners
contract covid and I want to keep us all as safe as possible. When the situation
improves, we will restart the Coffee Hour.

Thanks for your understanding!

Please go to archiesarmy.net to see updates on Archie Opatka’s battle
heptoblastoma. “O Christ, Physician of our souls and bodies, heal, bless
and have mercy on Your child Archie!”

Please Remember in your prayers: Susan Arraje, George Arraj, Jr., Richard Nejaimey,
Archie Opatka, Katherine Thomas, Charlotte Stockhaus, and Ruth Welsh.

If there are people for whom you would like me to pray, please reach out and give me
their names. Part of our vocation as Christians is to pray for each other, especially
when someone is sick or suffering in any way.

Fr. Bryan

2022 Calendar

The 2022 calendar is available at the back of the church. Please pick one up. We will not be
mailing the calendar en masse this year. I will be sending the calendar to folks I know who
cannot get to church. If you or someone you know cannot get to church to pick up a
calendar, please let me know and I’ll be happy to send them one.
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THEOPHANY HOUSE BLESSINGS

I would like to do house blessings this year. Given
the current covid situation, we need to wait until
things improve. I am fully vaccinated and have
received a booster.

Once it is safe, we can schedule a time for me to
bless your home.

Fr. Bryan




The Leprous Nature of Man (Lk 17:12-19)

ONE OF THE MOST FEARED DISEASES in the world for centuries was leprosy. Those
infected might develop inflammations of the nerves, the respiratory tract, skin, and eyes.
Ulcerating sores and numbness would result. When sufferers could no longer feel pain, then
repeated injuries or infection due to unnoticed wounds could result in loss of fingers, toes or
even noses. People with other skin ailments, such as psoriasis, were often tarred with the same
brush as actual victims of leprosy. The Scriptures record how the Israelites handled the problem:
“When a man has on the skin of his body a swelling or an eruption or a spot, and it turns into a
leprous disease on the skin of his body, then he shall be brought to Aaron the priest or to one of
his sons the priests, and the priest shall examine the diseased spot on the skin of his body; and if
the hair in the diseased spot has turned white and the disease appears to be deeper than the skin
of his body, it is a leprous disease; when the priest has examined him he shall pronounce him
unclean. .... But if the eruption spreads in the skin, after he has shown himself to the priest for
his cleansing, he shall appear again before the priest; and the priest shall make an examination,
and if the eruption has spread in the skin, then the priest shall pronounce him unclean; it is
leprosy” (Lv 13:2-8). Even in the ancient world people believed that this long-term infection was
contagious: that it was passed somehow from person to person. As a result those infected were
often banished from contact with their family and community until proved infection free or until
their death. As we read in Leviticus, “The leper who has the disease shall wear torn clothes and
let the hair of his head hang loose, and he shall cover his upper lip and cry, ‘Unclean, unclean.’
He shall remain unclean as long as he has the disease; he is unclean; he shall dwell alone in a
habitation outside the camp” (Lv 13:45, 46). The ten lepers whom Jesus healed as recorded in St.
Luke’s Gospel had at some point been declared “unclean” and isolated from others. This is why,
as Luke records, they “stood at a distance” (Lk 17:12) and called out to the Lord for mercy.
There was no medical treatment for this disease which could allow patients to remain in their
community until the 1980s!

Leprosy a Type of Sin

In the Old Testament contact with what we might call the ultimate examples of our physical
nature (childbirth, menstruation, or contact with the dead) rendered Israelites “ritually unclean.”
Before they could worship in the temple they would need purification. To be “unclean,” then,
was a sign of ritual impurity. This, in turn, would become a symbol for sin. Thus the Prophet
Isaiah spoke of the entire nation as unclean: “We have all become like one who is unclean, and
all our righteous deeds are like a polluted garment” (Is 64:6). Many commentators through the
ages have seen the progressive spread of leprosy as the Scriptures’ most vivid type of sin.
Leprosy starts as an invisible infection which slowly dominates the victim’s life. Leprosy defiles
and deforms the sufferers, isolating them from others. Ultimately the body becomes numb to
further injury as leprosy destroys the ability to feel pain. It is an image of sin which, untreated,
makes people its captive, contaminating and destroying them from within. Then, insensitive to
wrongdoing, the victim becomes less able to see the effects of sin in the world. Lest this spreads,
the sinner must be isolated from God’s People. Often during history, however, people have come
to believe that leprosy was an actual punishment for sin, particularly sins against chastity. Some
saw this as a mercy from God: the sinner was punished in this life to spare a worse fate in the
next.

Prokimenon

Reader: How great are Your works, O Lord! In wisdom You have wrought them all.
People: How great are Your works, O Lord! In wisdom You have wrought them all.
Verse: Bless the Lord. O my soul! You are very great indeed, O Lord my God!
People: How great are Your works, O Lord! In wisdom You have wrought them all.
Reader: How great are Your works, O Lord! |

People: In wisdom You have wrought them all.

Epistle: Col 3:4-11

Alleluia Verses

String your bow, go forth, reign for the sake of truth, meekness and righteousness, and your right
hand shall lead you wonderfully.

Verse: You loved righteousness and hated iniquity: therefore God, your God, anointed you with
the oil of joy above your companions.

Gospel: Lk. 17:12-19, Twelfth Sunday After the Holy Cross

ORDER OF SAINT NICHOLAS

Bishop Nicholas has reactivated the Order of Saint
Nicholas. The Order has done much to support the
) work of the Eparchy over the years. Please see the
s ‘,‘k flyers in the back of the church for the bulletin
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Fr. Bryan will be away next Sunday (1/23). He is going to St. Basil Melkite
Church in Utica, NY to cover for Fr. Tom Moses. Fr. Tom will celebrate
the Divine Liturgy at OLPH that day. Fr. Tom was ordained by Bishop
Nicholas this past November.

boards for more details. Please prayerfully consider
joining the Order.




